On keeping records.                   [Oct. i,
you see him first, you are struck with awful reverence;—then you admire him ;—and then you love him cordially.'
I read this evening some part of Voltaire's History of the War in 1741', and of Lord Kamcs against Hereditary Indefeasible Right. This is a very slight circumstance, with which I should not trouble my reader, but for the sake of observing that every man should keep minutes of whatever he reads. Every circumstance of his studies should be recorded ; what books he has consulted ; how much of them he has read; at what times; how often the same authors; and what opinions he formed of them, at different periods of his life. Such an account would much illustrate the history of his mind2.
FRIDAY, OCTOBER r.
I shewed to Dr. Johnson verses in a magazine, on his Dictionary, composed of uncommon words taken from it:— 'Little of Anthropopathy* has he,' &c.
He read a few of them, and said,' I am not answerable for all the words in my Dictionary.' I told him that Garrick kept a book of all who had cither praised or abused him. On the subject of his own reputation, he said, ' Now that I see it has been so current a topick, I wish I had clone so too ; but it could not well be done now, as so many things arc scattered in news-papers." He said he was angry at a boy of Oxford, who wrote in his defence against Kcnrick; because it was doing him hurt to answer Kcnrick. lie was told afterwards, the boy was to come to him to ask a favour. He first thought to treat him rudely, on account of his
1 In 1755 an English version of this work had been published. Cent. Mag. 1755, p. 574. In the Chronological Catalogue on p. 343 in vol. 66 of Voltaire's Works, ed. 1819, it is entered as ' Histolre dc la. Guerre de 1741, fondue en partic dans le/Wf/r du stick dc Louis XV.'
.' Boswell is here merely repeating Johnson's words, who on April ii of this year, advising him to keep a journal, hud said, 'The great thing to be recorded is the state of your own mind.' Ante, ii. 249.
3 This word is not in his Dictionary.
meddlingcorded this saying, ante, iv. 224.
